
Youth Activities Promotion #2 | October 2022 
Ramona Henson 

2022-2023 National Youth Activities Ambassador 
(409) 330-1677 

auxyouth@yahoo.com 
 

What a wonderful start we have had to the beginning of our Program Year.  

Your Department Chairmen have jumped right into the job they accepted, ready, willing and 

able to assist Department members with this Program. I am so proud of all of them. 

In education we are striving not to teach youth to make a living, but to teach youth to 
make a life, in the sense that a life is useful happiness and well-spent leisure.  

William Allen White 
I have received several questions that I’d like to address. Remember there is no dumb 

question; if something is unclear, please ask. 

Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue! 

Open to youth in grades K-12 at the time of local entry and a U.S. citizen or U.S. national.  

Entry will be judged on vocal ability, mastery of lyrics, originality of interpretation and 

entertainment value. The contest consists of two grade divisions: K-8 and 9-12. The 

Department first-place winner in each grade division will be forwarded to Auxiliary National 

Headquarters. There is one National winner in each grade division with awards for first, 

second and third place in each grade division. 

Please see entry form at vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities or behind your MALTA 

login for eligibility requirements and contest rules. 

Deadlines: 

 Please make note of the deadlines. They are very important.  

Entries received by: 

 Local Auxiliary – March 31 

 Department – April 15 

 National Headquarters – May 5 

Contest Rules: 

• Video of contestant’s solo vocal performance of “The Star-Spangled Banner” must 

be recorded between July 1, 2022, and March 31, 2023. 

• Contestant may sing a cappella, with backing tracks of instruments. 

• Contestant may sing in the arrangement and genre of their choice. 

• Contestant may NOT change the words. 

See the Information sheet under Youth Activities in Member Resources behind MALTA 

login for the full list of rules. 
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Things to Remember: 

An Auxiliary can sponsor a youth group and engage youth in any one of our Programs, 

including activities to honor our veterans or assist our service members and their families. 

Many youth-focused organizations require various types of community service or activities to 

earn merits in their units. Also, some schools may have a project that involves youth 

participating in community projects. 

Your local newspaper might have a section with announcements of community happenings. Be 

sure and let them know that your Auxiliary has projects that could use some help from the 

youth in your community. Drop off a flyer to your schools, with announcements of activities 

organized by the VFW and Auxiliary. Knowledge of your events can be very helpful to get our 

youth involved. 

BOOKS, BOOKS AND MORE BOOK 

Gather books for your schools, the more the better. Donate books that introduce youth to 

historical figures and teach then about events in our nation’s history while fostering a love of 

reading. 

• Invite an author of historical fiction or creative nonfiction to do a book 

talk/signing/reading in your area. 

• Donate historical fiction or creative nonfiction books to local schools, shelters or 

libraries.  

We hold the key to knowledge for our youth. It is up to us to be sure that they are educated 

about our history. We need to teach our youth about the men and women who have given their 

time and life for our country. Don’t let their names be forgotten-remember them always. 

 

 

 


